A FINE BALANCE

Photos by BRIAN BASHAM,The Citen
Steve Bubul, of Minneapolis, Minn., unlocks his bike from a packed rack at Date & Thyme at the corner of Fleming and
Margaret streets on Friday afternoon.

City relocates bike racks due to complaints

A bicyclist
unlocks his
bike from

a newly-in-
stalled bike
rack along
Margaret
Street near
the Fleming
Street inter-
section.

BY SCOTT UNGER
Kay Wast Cltizen

The city of Key West has seen bike
racks appear and vanish over the
last few months, but it's all in the
name of accommodating residents,
according to city officials.

Racks were placed on Fleming
Street earlier this year as part of §§
the Key West Planning Department’s g
installation of approximately 170
bike “loops” (with each designed
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for two bikes) around town,
according to Bike and

Pedestrian  Coordinator
Chris Hamilton.
The recent installa-

tions bring the number
of bike racks in Old Town
to between 400 and 480,
according to estimates from
Key West Public Information
Officer Alyson Crean.

Complaints from resi-
dents on Fleming led to the
racks being moved short-
ly after the installation,
according to Assistant City
Manager Greg Veliz.

“All of a sudden they get
home and they see all these
new bike racks and that's
when we started getting all

the complaints,” he said. It’s
easy to say we're going to put
bike racks wherever we need
them, but that has an effect
on the neighborhood.”

Although Fleming has
many commercial proper-
ties and guest houses, long-
time residents deserve to
have a say on new equip-
ment on the street, Veliz
said.

“When they  were
installed, we started getting
complaints,” he said. “I can't
impede on people who have
lived in that neighborhood
for a number of years."

Comments to The Citizen
indicated concern with an
increased number of bikes
being chained to trees and
utility poles, which violates
city code.

The Key West tree ordi-

nance bans the attachment
of anything to trees with
a diameter of 6 inches or
more,

Bikes are sometimes
tagged and removed from
signs and poles under
another ordinance that pro-
hibits the obstruction of the
public right-of-way, Crean
said.

Both bike
moped parking spaces were
moved to comers to allow for
more car parking for busi-
nesses and open sidewalks
for residents, Veliz said.

“We haven't really lost any
bike racks, we just moved
them to the corners,” he
said. “We're trying to keep
the same amount of bike
parking but not take up the
car parking."
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Deep well project moving ahead

SY TMOTHY UHARA
Koy st Qo

Rorida Keys Aquedert Authorty
Rax just compietod s last major
tost of is decp Injection wedl ot
the Codjoe Heglomd Wasiowaler
Sysumm plant and could have @

wiil opesational mext month.

The: FXKAA has compicled the cas-
mg or the well and on Thurscay,
compicted a prssum fost. which
mvuivad pushing large quastities of

waler dowm the well for 2 24-hour
petiod, FEAA spokeswoman fube
(oon sakd

The noxt stip for (he FICAA Is
w0 daoe the sate Department of
invironmental Protoctios  grast
®o permit for the plant, FKA
Pacutive Direcinr K Zooich sl

Once pormised by the DER &e
FXAA will comnedt (he ptpes from
Se plant 10 the will, Znskch sed.

“¥s Snadly gotng widl” Zuskch
=id

Driling starsod last Apefl, tut s
Been twice drdayed during the post

with the dril

Work stopped o several woks i
Xmuary afler 2 rod booke off some
2.000 feed bedow the surtace. Driling
sopped for e (han 2 wook =
Aty when the drifl hoad broke.

The FEA deg the doop well I
msponse 10 2 Trwsult from locd
Romecwsens who argued agains
using four shallow wells. They along

with scniists, comdemded that (e
swage mull be pushod bhack

mccl:hmm:clpnﬂms 1o the steface and contamezae (he

local acarshore: waters ¥ 2 deep well
1s not nsod.

The FKAA and & county even tu-
aly agreed (o dig B Soop Wk

The teep woE will push the nearty
1 miliom gadlons of effuen! trossed
10 advencred wasiowaler tatment
leveds @ roughly 2000 el bolow

Sea WELL Mg TA
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City relocates bike racks due to complaints
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accontisg to ity ol

ks were placed on Reming
Sooet carier this yaar 25 part of
{he Kiry West Planztng Deparsments
tnstallation of approatmalely 170
hikz “loops” (we cach destgned
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Residents
request
left turn

lane on
US. 1

BY TINOTSY 0'HARA
Koy et Do

Sugarkoaf Koy mesddests
van! 2 k2 tun lne Inchd-
il B2 S5 miBlos Flomda
Departmeni of Transportation
profect om LS 1.

The kfl fun lane would de
foe drivens heading south and
placed 2t the istemsection of
Coumty Roed 535 & Somt of
Mangrove Mamss nstacrst
More than 2 doeen roesdderes
spote al 2 meetng Thersday
night to Jodby FDOT % mclude
2 tum tme in the reurixcng
projact.

They angeed (hat the -
wcion kals imo a smal
comeeecial complex, 3 s
idenitdl  nefghdarhood amd
the Sugarioad Kry KAD camp-
pround, wiich bosss lape By,
which sEmesmes trafier crx

Two women who work al
the oiices o Be comer of the
tritersection said they constant-
Iy 2asxr the soend of cars sdam-
ming om thotr hrakes.

Suppeiodf Koy msident (uck
Licss sid {2e Mghvay can e
“hypeotc” md e wanls (he
FIXIT fo be proactive mssead of
noactive and put in 2 tum lane.
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Key West Gardens Hotel hosts annual Equality Florida gala



